
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

„We are not called to be successful in accordance with 

ordinary standards, but in accordance with a corn of 

wheat falling into the ground and dying, becoming in 

that way what it never could be if it were to abide 

alone.‟ Oswald Chambers 

23
And Jesus answered them, saying, the hour is come, 

that the Son of man should be glorified. 
24

 Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, except a corn of wheat fall into the 
ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth 
forth much fruit. 

25
 He that loveth his life shall lose it; 

and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it 
unto life eternal. 

26
 If any man serve me, let him follow 

me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if 
any man serve me, him will my Father honour.  (John 
12:23-26 KJV) 

It was such a long time ago, but I can still remember 

the first time I stepped into the church in Kensington. I 

was there for more than two years, before going to 

Canberra and Wollongong as my first year of being 

pastor on trial in 1998. The warm and loving people, 

the exotic Asian cuisine, the ever challenging youth 

group, and familiar Methodist worship service were 

seemed only like yesterday. It was 16 years ago. The 

faithful few remain, and now the church is filled with 

new leaders and new people.  I thank God for all of 

you and your love for God and others.  

On this special occasion, I always asked this question 

of myself, „So where are we going from here?‟ Let us 

be reminded that we should never  judge  a  church  by  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

its size and so undermine its existence. People may 

define success according to our human standards. But 

I want to challenge all of us on how we define a 

successful church? How does God see our church 

today?  According to Jesus, a church is successful if it 

is growing faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. It is not 

about gathering crowds. We gather God‟s faithful 

disciples to worship Him, in Spirit and in truth. Where 

are you going in next 20 years?  

If we are learning to die to ourselves, we cannot 

imagine what kind of fruit we will bear for Christ. 

Unless we are willing to let go of our own prestige, 

selfish intentions, human agendas, and move out of 

our comfort zone, we shall not see anything happen. 

Things will look the same and remain the same. May 

the Lord give you power, courage, and strength to 

change what pleases God, and glorify Him in all things. 

I want to thank Rev. Dr. James Ha, Rev. Timothy Lau, 

Rev. Milton Nee, Rev. Dr. Albert Wong, Rev. Melody 

Ting, Pastor Dale Baikie, Pastor Alex Kowalenko, 

Pastor David MacIndoe, Rev. Ching Jong Kwang, Rev. 

Dr. Gloria Ling, Pastor Kong Eing Tiong, and Pastor 

Ernest Chiang.  You have given your life to God and to 

the people at Carlton. I want to thank every LCEC 

member and church member for your love and service 

in Christ.  May God bless you! 

  

救恩堂前任牧者 
周家熹牧師 

Carlton Methodist Church pastor  
Rev. Elijah Chiew 

(1998-2000) 
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